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IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 




I- The following four installations are subdivisions of the Serum -Werk 7£E 
Dessau: 


a. The main institute is in Dessau (N51.$0,E12.15)* about 200 meters 
west of the Dessau main railroad station* at # 3 Serainarplat® at 
the junction of Serai narpiat z , sometimes called Rerzogin Marie Plata c 
and Jahnstr&sse, 


b, The quarantine station and small -animal breeding station is in the 
Luisium In Dessnii-Waldersee, about 3 kilometers from the center of 
the city. 

. c , The department for the production of immunizing sera, i.e, sera from 
horses t cattle and sheep, is in Tornau vor der Elbe, with about 2000 
morgene— ' of farm land attached to it. 

d„ The production department for red murrain (erysipelas) sacrum from 
pigs is on the Hottenau farm* formerly celled the Knoblemehhof* 

3 kilometers fron Loburg (H52.07,E12..04) in :he Magdeburg district 
about 55 kilometers from Dessau; a total of HOOO morgen of agricul- 
turally-used ground surrounds this department. 

2. The chemical factory in Bernburg (N51.48 p Ell.W*), the so-called "Studienanstalt" 
study institute, was given to the Pharma WB in 1950 or 1951 by the Serum -Verb . 
The Pharma WB immediately turned this installation over to one of the several 
charatcal-pharmaceutical plants (Gervos, Halle* or other) then under its adminis- 
tration-. 


3, The agricultural establishments in Tornau were returned to the lessor, the State, 
since the agricultural establishments in Tornau required a yearly subsidy of 
30,000 to L0,000 East -Marks, 

L., The main institute in Dessau is comprised of the following* 


a. ^ie "old building 1 ' with a small-animal house and a nub lion a ream 
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c. the typhus iViver vaccine building 

d- the administration building 

«. various barx^ocks (mess, meeting and ca,mp barracks'? 

5 The "old building", built in 1924 to eceomroodate a hygienic institute, contains 
3 laboratory sectionn; namely human medic im > veterinary medicine, and chemistry. 
Each floor has a lares# main laboratory in addition to seme smaller laboratories 
and rooms for the administration of the respective sections * The building con- 
sists of a ground floor and two additional stories as well ea a cellar under the 
entire building, The building is approximately 14 meters long and 10 meters vide. 

The cellar is used for the filtration, bottling, and storage of serum; it bouses 
the boiler installation, which i© much too small, for buildings 1 and 2. The 
collecting and processing of ret ropl&cent ar y serum into * 5 Eomo©er&n ,, takes place 
on the ground level floor where there are also rooms for testing serum,. On the 
second floor are a department for anti -tetanus and axiti -diphteria protective 
vaccines, laboratories for veterinary diagnostics and anaerobe vaccines for vet- 
erinary medicine, Th-? third floor bouses the collection of the various production 
©trains of bacteria aid laboratories for the differential diagnosis of the strains. 
Building 1 was extensively destroyed by fire in March 1944 but was reconstructed 
in 1946, The equipment in this building is adequate but net up-to-date. The 
laboratories are comparatively email and. the corridors on the second and third floor 
are very narrow . 

6, Th& small animal housse ms added to the "old building" in 1950-51, and is about 

12 enters by 6 meters. Dissection of the experimental animal© is performed in the- 
cellar, Tht® unused experimental animals (the animals kept in stocky the bulk of 
which are In the Lulf&iua) and the animals infected or otherwise put on test are 
k#pf separated from each other on the ground floor. The second floor houses the 
©mke farn* in which up to 1,000 sand vipers (V ip era aimnodytes ) and about 4 rattle 
©pales {Crotalus species) are kept. Venom is. collected and processed only for the 
preparation of the injectable snake venom solutions used in the treatment of rheuma- 
tism {Viprasid} and for the therapy of epilepsy (Epileptasid) , Snake bite antisera 
ar« not produced nor is venom furnished to other plants. The production of venom 
is barely sufficient to fulfill the commercial demand, 

7 . The " Kubiloea". room 1 building 95 was formerly the experimental animal house and Is 
aboutTTTInist er s byT meters with a basement under only part of the building. The 
ground floor is on the street level and the 2nd floor is uet*d as a fodder room 
Until October 1951*. the building contained an evaporation installation (2 old- 
fashioned vacuum evaporators) and a small spraying installation { 4 Nubilosa ,! 
installation}, which as far as is known wa© used only occasionally after the war , 
Dui‘iag the war a y»a»v peptone was produced on a large scale and utilized for the 
preparation of nutrient media. This building 'W*© situate much too close to Building 
1 and so hampered the passage of passenger care and trucks that it was scheduled to 
be torn down in 1952 

8* Building 2, oriented in a north-south direction, was added to the "old building'' in 
1939, because the requirements for vaccines, demand© for which originated chiefly 
with the Wehrmaeht, could no longer be met in the "old building". Building 2 is 
about 45 meters long and 10 tasters wide. Except for a few rooms on the ground floor * 
it was. destroyed by fire following an air raid on Dessau in March 1944. It was recon- 
structed in 1946-47 with, two stories instead of the three stories it contained prior 
to its destruction,- Present use of the building is as follows : cellar-store rooms 
of various kinds for raw and auxiliary materials, vaccines and ©era for finished 
prc-duct©; ground floor- arrival of goods,' receipt of finished products, rooms for 
the plant technologist©, and some laboratories; second floor- central bottle wash- 
ing department for sera and vaccines , sterilization and nutrient media kitchen for 
all Dessau departments. Capacity of the nutrient media kitchen is much tco small; 
installation of a large additional nutrient media, kitchen with auxiliary installa- 
tion© in Building 3 had been planned* On the second floor there are also several 
laboratories for the production of veterinary vaccines, red murrain cultures, and 
tuberculin , Several large incubating chambers making mas© production possible am 
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Imitalled in various rooms on the ground and second floors. In the “old building 1 !, 
hov*?*r, are only on* old, small incubating chamber and one sv&w, large one * 

9 * • Xn the cellar of Bull ling 2, a lev- temperature refrigeration apparatus a permitting 
serum purification according to Cohn's method, was to be installed by- the end of 
1951- In October 1951 the lew- temperature refrigeration machine had already 
arrived and its installation was almost completed. 


10. Building 2 v&s originally a large -dimensional layout but has by order of the So '/let a 
be*?n so subdivided that a separate laboratory is available for almost every vaccine* 
However, Building 2 is not wide enough, the corridors are too narrow and the east 
side is not sufficiently protected against the sun. Despite these deficiencies , the 
largest quantities of vaccines have so far been produced in this building. 

Hr Typhus fever vaccine building, building 3, was eroetod in 19^2 for the production of 
typhus fever vaccine and was equipped, in accordance with modem principles, exclu- 
sively for bacteriological purposes* Building 3 is adversely situated as it is 
separated by a public street from the admini stmt ion building and the buildings des- 
cribed thus far. A heav y traffic of persons ta kes place continuously between these 
two parts of the plant . | | Building 3 is 35 meters long and about 

13 meters wide* In 1951-52 it was to be extended end provided with an additional 
st oxyZl From later information „ building 3 is. now meter* long, 13 meters wide and 
has a basement, a ground floor and, as a new addition, a second story. The basement 
contains, in its northern part, the pharmaceutical department ; ' in the middle , the- 
washing installation for the pharmaceutical department, and, since the boiler capacity 
in the "old building 1 ' was nc longer sufficient* a greatly .expanded boiler installation. 
Toward the south, a large nutrient media kitchen capable of jaunting all requirements 
-was to be added. The inspection department {chemical), the laboratories for the 
apprentices (oriented along chemical lines) and some rooms of the research- and develop- 
ing department are on the second floor toward the east, while toward the vest there 
are several bottling and storage rooms. An incubating : 100 m in addition to many small 
incubators and refrigerators , ar<* also cn the second floor. 

12 a According to the plans, the production facilities for red murrain {swine orysipelis) 
adsorbate vaccines were to be accommodated on. the entire third floor of building J... 

When this department actually occupies the whole upper story t it will, if operated 
the. year-round, make possible the production of mere red kumin adsorbate vaccine 
than is needed in the East Zone. Here the mass cultivation of bacteria could, if 
necessary, be carried out on a considerable scale. 

13 . On the second floor of building 3 is a room with low -temperature refrigeration 
installations of the Mudd and Floedorf type. The- units, corresponding to those 
shown by schematic illustrations in the publications of these authors, were made 
of glass. They vere not regularly in operation and up to October 1951 no per- 
manent or specialized operation of them, was provided. Therefore, up to October 
1951 the vacuum-drying, of mass cultures of bacteria would not have been possible , 

14* Building 3 was not destroyed by the fire which destroyed much of Dessau but ms 
demolished by a bomb which had fallen nearby. Building 3 was the first building 
put Into operation after the breakdown. It was, and is today, the most modern 
and tiost efficient building of the Dessau plant , 

15.. Connected with building 3 by an archway, in which the gateman'e apartment is 
locaurd , Is the workshop with a garage for five pajjaeng^r cars or trucks* but 
only 2 or 3 cars are . avail able at the Institute at this time , 

l6. Th« second administration building (building no, 6) was rented in 1951 as an 
addition to the ether buildings .. It is a multiple -family villa* 15 meters by 
8 meters, and has a small third story. Except for the guard r >om of the . Yclkapollzei 
(reception room) and -me visitor's room * all rooms are used by administrative units. 

The offices of the plant manager, deputy plant manager * technical manager, commer- 
cial manager, chief accountant* and their secretaries are located on the second floor 
of this building. 
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IT* South of building 3 are two military barracks, each bo meter© in lengthy which 

w«re cfcielly used for storing raw and auxiliary material g . Old supplies of verm* 
were stored in c one rete ‘-lined air raid shelters .located here, but these shelters 
proved unsuitable for this purpose due to the formation of mould, North of build- 
ing 3 there is a barracks (building no. 5), 15 by 10 meters, which serves as a 
canteen and a mess hail and is uued for meetings; it is to be replaced by a 
culture palace as soon as the state will appropriate the necessary ''investment 
money' A * 

l8> Tiie quarantine station and small -animal breeding station in the Luisium represents 
the termer serum plant of Asid in the years 1925 to 1936 and ms the former stud 
stables of the Duke c?f Anhalt, There are accommodation facilities for about thirty 
horses in & brick stable and for about one hundred more in several barracks. Further 
more, therms is a brick stable us*sd as a breeding station for guinea pigs* rabbits, 
and mice. ‘There are sixty-six morgana (eighteen hectares] of meadows around the 
installation. The pl&nu is capable of producing serum Including the production cf 
cultures and contains installations for the filtration and sterilization of the eerua. 
imrge-scale production of bacterial culture© wtmld not have been possible with the 
installations in use in October 1951. Because of its isolated location occasional 
infectious experiments with pigs » hog cholera and, ©wine erysipelas, are carried 

out in the Luieium, 


19* The production department for immunizing sera from horses, cattle, and sheep at 

Tor nan -on -Elbe is located 300 meters north of tbs Tornau station at the state road 
from Dessau to Magdeburg and consists of 2 tracts of_hui_H_ the agricultural 

or fern tract and the production department tract. Both 

tracti? of buildings are separated from each other, construction of the serum 
station was started shortly before and completed during Horld War II. The serum 
station was comprised of one stone barracks with an operating room and all the 
necest ery room© for the production of vaccine, serum evaluation, and serum pro- 
duction; one stone barrack* for the dissection of large animals, and five stone 
barracks {some of them vary large) in which altogether up to five hundred large 
animals could Ive kept. Two of these barracks were destroyed, at the end of the war, 
but there are still accommodation facilities for about two hundred and fifty horses 
or cattle and a herd of rams* 


20. Following the detection of contagious ansmia among the solid-hoofed animals in the 
Deen&n plant (Tornau and Luisium} in 1947, at which time all the horse® had to b« 
slaughtered » the Soviets ordered the splitting up of the iargi* general horse 
stable?* into^ small stables , • These email stables were to be separated from each 
other with regard to the control of contagious diseases and were each to have 
ficcooEiodation facilities for only eight horses. The iteration of the buildings 
hfis b«e*m curried out s In addition, all passages had to be provided with concrete 
coverings , 

• Taken as a whole, the Tornau serum station is probably the one with the greatest 
capacity and, apart from the installations on Riems Island, the most modern in 
East Germany . 


22c There was never any large-scale production of bacteria or virus in Tornau prior 
to October , 1951* However , the installations could readily he adapted for this 
purpose „ 


23* During the war bacteriological work was conducted in the distillery in the south 
tract of the Tornau farm * After the war, however, the interior equipment was 

noewftd , 

2^* Thu stock «f animals in Tornau in 1951 was about the following: a maximua- 

number of one hundred, horses for diphteria and tetanus, and only a few horses 
for testing each one of the following sera: eoli, paratyphoid enteritis, 
pyo septic urn viscosum, and various other sera; a maximum number of twenty-five 
cattle for testing the same kinds of serum, and fifty sheep for testing diphtheria 
serum . 
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A large fern at Rotigtnau {near loburg ) was assigned to Asid by the Soviets in 
19^*6 vith the task of producing immunizing serum agalcut Schtrsinepeet {hog 
cholera) for German f&xnis under Soviet administration,. To accomplish this Asid 
built on this farm a completely isolated and fenced-in serum production plant 
vith its own slaughterhouse „ The cost wsta about 36O-*OC0 ‘Reich Marks, {Sea 


The discontinuance of the order after shout X-| year is lift. Asid with the prob- 
lem of finding some eths*r function for the plant > which was set-up primarily 
for the prophylactic immunization of pigs with horse tierm. Through the out- 
break of Infectious anemia among the horses, a very tcvere shortage of rad 
murrain serum occurred y but nine a the price of the siyium did not matter, the 
production of pig inmunizlng serum ©gainst red murrain was initiated* Prior to 
October X95!> about X4 p O<X) liters had been produced and a production of about 
6,000 liters per year vn® possible* 

The serum plant conAsted of one small laboratory building, an annex to the 
mansion house, in which the cultures for the inunuilmtion were prepared. It 
also contained cm operating room for the simultaLveue blood-withdrawal and 
immunization of a & many as five pigs # several large pig p&ns ac c omsiodat 1 ng about 
six hundred pigs taking part in the immunization puce&ure, one al aught arias room, 
and one meat packing plant . 

The personnel of the production plant numbered thirty -five -oereons in the fall of 

1951 , 

The farm cooperated with the serum plant by furnish i ag fodder and by participating 
in the breeding of pigs. 


iKottemau is uneuited for conversion nto a large-scale bacteriologi- 
cal plenty but it would not be difficult to produce £i-hwein»pest virus there on a 
large scale and 3f the necessary drying equipment weic. installed, to dry and store it 


It follows therefore that in the case of necessity. Building 3 and possibly alec 
Building 2 would be suited for the preparation of fcacu ria cultures. As of 1951, 
however, the drying inatallations were not sufficient [or mass production. A pre- 
requisite for such a production would be the perfect working of the high-pressure 
steam boilers, without which the necessary large -quant:* ties of agents grown, upon 
nutrient media could n$t be produced . 


During World War II virus proroga tion an eggs was practis ed on a large scale in 
Building 3- | ] by installing infection traps and incubators 


■Mb production could oe started again at any time. 


| for the production of virus fivtn animals the Rotten&u 

serum station is best suited on account of its Isolated location and its large 
size, .Hovever J I no indications that such production was planned. 


The production program of the Serun-Werk VE3 Dessau rt Maine much the same as it 
has been ovisr the past two decades. As far as is knovn, new preparations, with 
the exception of red murrain adsorbate vaccine, have not been added since 

October 1951- Purl.f5.ed tuberculin preparations were already completely developed 
prior to that time end scheduled for production. Production of a protective 
vaccine ag&in&t atypical Gefluegeipest (Hav Castle's disease in poultry) by the 
Traub process had b«en taken over by the Eiemc Island I hperimeutaJ Station prior 
to 1952, Otherwise, the production program and the technological situation in 
October 1951 corresponded to th« situation of about 1935- Hew developments of a 
noteworthy character and virus research work were not being conducted. 

Typhus, virus has net been worked with since 19^5 and influenza virus only for 
a short time when an influenza epidemic was allegedly underway. An anti- 
influenza vaccination using the Professor Kerzbcrg vaccine was to be manufactured 
but the production of this vaccine was not possible .. 
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Divided into principal products, the production of the Dessau serum plant iu 1951 
comprised: 

hf 

(a) Immunizing most of them not purified., against diphtheria and tetanus; 

{'b) Ratroplee&nt&ry serum, not purified ran); 

(c) Plasma preparations lor the transfusion of blood* if any, (on a small scale 
only); 

(d) Aluminum hydroxide vcxcin.es against diphtheria, tetanus* and scarlet fever; 
(*> Vaccines against typhoid and paratyphoid B, whooping cough, >m& gonorrhea 
(f) Veterinary sera and veterinary vaccines; 

fg) Solutions of the hormone of the posterior Xob6? of the pituitary gland, on 
a email scale; 

(fc) Tuberculin^® (purified) and diagnostic tuberculin ointments* 

Antibiotics nere not gi\^n out for veterinary medicine purposes up to October 
1951 bit preliminary negotiations with Jenapharm had been conducted for this 
purpose. Since depot drugs are necessary for veterinary medicine and Jcnaphana 
did not produce enough procaine penicillin, the Dessau serum plant did not give 
©ut «vsn ©n© mega of penicillin to the vet^riimri&ns of East Germany until late 
1951* Streptomycin and aureomycin are scarcely available for humans and cannot 
&ven be considered for the treatment of animals- 

The production capacity of the Deissau olant is limited both from th*j standpoint 
of supply and from the standpoint of the purchasers. The situation was such that 
When a particular kind of serum or vaccine was needed, the necessary raw and 
auxiliary materials { hordes , agar, meat*} could not be procured in time hence f ie 
physicians and veterinarians resorted to some other means. After production had 
started, the specialized demand frequently vanished because the need no longer 
existed, and it became difficult to sell the materials. 


the size of the installations and the existence of a -large 
staff of more or less well-trained, competent personnel would, with proper 
immagetient and with the availability of the necessary raw and auxiliary materials, 
moke possible a very large production. During World War IT the Asid Serum Institute 
produced \ considerable part of all vaccines required- by the Ifehrmacht with much 
scalier installations thin the ones available today, 

Anv estimates would of nsceasity be inaccurate. However, t(5r outfitting th© plant .d.th 
executive personal and establishing an adequate supply of raw materials, Tra- 
duction could probably be increased to several times ths present amount without 
difficulty . 


At the present time the p roduction of the Dessau plant is in many regards unset is- 
factory and insufficient, I 

In any case, up to October 1951 gaps in the supply were the rule rather timn in* 
exception,. 
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Up to that time production difficulties at the serum plant in Dessau repeatedly 
caused sham syr^imfentg between the plant manager and the technical manager,, 

Hstnlg/ | |after the departure of Dr-Heinig, who, according 

£L " Ih&s charged over to Rieras Island, production 

difficulties still persisted. I | aot know who the present technical 

manager is* 
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J Comments: 

1, According to the U-3. Army Air Fore as Dictionary, ©as morgen of land is 

equal to 0„8A -acres, in the south of Germany; and 0*631 acres* in th# north. 
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2. The ’'Richtfest% n feast customarily given to German workmen when the 
fretwork of a ’building Is completed , took place in mid-summer 1952 

3 . A brief biography of Dr, Kurt Herzberg is given by Kuerschner’s in 
column 792 . 

4 0 in. the United State e all sera offered commercially are purified, in 

Western Europe of that offered commercially may be purified, whereas 
in Eastern Europe no attempt appears to be nrnde to purify the sera* 
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